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Purpsse

Sex workers deserve sm(dy and au*onomy regara//ess of the

details of their sexual labor. This zine was created with the

infention of ea/ucafing a wide audience on the nuances in sex
work and a need for decriminalization and care.

We will be exlp/oring basic Iprinci’p/es of sex work discourse —
why are some forms of labor viewed as more valid than
others? What are the /'mp/ica*ions of crimina/izing an entire
form of labor? As well as %uesﬁons less discussed = how is
anti-sex work sentiment formed from American Puritanical
roots? In what ways do hegemonic morals determine levels of
res ecf, resources, and 0/9/90r7luni7ties for lneolo/e in America?
ow has sex *mffic/eing been misunderstood and used o
create moral Ipanic around sex work?

By the end of this zine | holpe readers can reflect on their
own views of sex work, invesﬁgm‘e how Hley may be
con*ribu*ing fo misconcelpfions of sex work, and feel

motivated to learn more about how sex work fits in the flgH

for sexua/ 0IM7L0V)0WI-(/ OIVld ChOiC@.

At this Ipoiml | would also like 1o disclaim that | mgse/f have
not en agea’ in sex work and do not ia/en*i@ as a sex worker.
he ana/ysis Provided is the result of sex worker's
festimonies as well as efhnogmphic work and collaboration

between academics and sex workers. Therefore my ama/i,/sis is &

limited by a lack of first-hand experience.
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West End Sex Workers
Memorial

In the back lane
off Davie Street
1light a cigarette
No smoking
indoors anymore
Fishnets & tall boots
Ilike what I think
they’re thinking
the passers-by
Inhaling flashes
of cities & of nights
street corners & strolls
of excitement & anticipation
of men in cars
of money coming money going
. of waiting around & smoking

- TrulyIdon't know what

{7 they’re thinking

Times have changed
I'm older now
Not as skinny
dope skinny, it's true
Then, [ wore erop tops & tight tights
so they could see what [ had
cuz I knew what they wanted
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the chasers, the johns
Taunts
being spat at
bad dates
genting ripped off
roughed up & beaten up

I remember too
But we rode the night
tranmnys on the tranny stroll
shit talkers & straight shooters
rivals & thieves
spotters & seraphims
companions & lovers
cocaine & courage
heroin & bareback

We rode the night until
the genocide of indifference
& conniving knives of hatred
disappeared us all
Here in the back lane
just a block from the newly erected
West End Sex Workers Memorial
a tall pillar
a lighted crimson beacon
a bronze plaque
Finally this for us
In the end
a red-light tomb

A car slows
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the broad) aspecty o¢ S
What is sex work?

Sex work can be a broad term and some disagree on
what constitutes sex work. Are On/_cj/:ans workers,
svtrilplpers, and cam workers sex workers? Some would sa
yes, sex work includes all sexua//y—re/a*ea/ laborer. Others
would say no, that sex work is specific fo sexual
interaction in exchamge for money or goods. [ will be usin
the latter definition in my discussions, however | will be

inc/uding Viewlooin*s from OH/yFans workers as well

Why do loeop/e do i1?

Peoln/e engage in sex work for many different reasons and
fime /oeriods. Many Peolp/e turn fo it as a means of income
during an eslpecia//y *roub/ing fime, many genuine/y ery'oy
their work as a sex laborer, and still others have an infinite

number of reasons to engage in this work.

How do we fix it?

Sex work itself is not a Iprob/em fo be solved. Sex
work is work. The /prob/em is the abuse within the
ino/us*ry (which is not isolated to sex work), social
sfigma, and the issues that lead people into sex
work for survival /\/’eeﬁng basic needs and
\ o/ecrimina/izing sex work will result in safer work
environments and Provide alternatives for those

who WOM/d rm%er FIV)d ov%er means 01[ WOF/Q.




Criminaigeisn & Ptico Jufevacisn

American cities spend

r
Crimina/izing sex work d[sPropor+ionafe/£/ an average o

T Bl s o Bl e, s $7.5
folx, and houseless neighbors (even i H:ey m i I I io n

aren'* sex wor/eers.l). h 1(‘ .
eacl -ljeﬂr en orcmg

’prosﬁ*uﬁon laws

Like most issues which affect Ineoln/e with

margina/[zea/ 9eno/ers, socioeconomic statuses

and racial groups — sex work is not solved with o
the loo/ice. At the least Po/ice act as enforcers 78 /o

of the criminal status of sex workers, at the £ cis Fomal
most H)ey are abusers themselves. In addition, o I:IS : maehs;x y
street sex workers who inferact with Ino/ice are workers nave had a

least one abusive
more /[/ee/y to face customer violence. Most sex . )

) encounter with po/:ce
workers have exlper/encea/ sexual harassment or

assault from the po/ice at some poimL which

includes (but is not limited to):

o Being coerced info sexual acts in exchange for

being *ipped off about a sweep or raid 70%

o Sexual vio/ence, Farﬁcu/ar/‘(j durin_g arrests

o Refusal fo respond and assist after an act of "fsex workers "“EP"’*
sexual violence occurs o a sex worker dmly Con;j;;w% the

. Being arrested for "/thering" or "/nroposi*ianing"
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aka being on the street

Crimina/izing sex work does not
make it happen less. I+ on/y
contributes to the o/anger sex
workers face and wastes mone
that could be better slpemt carin_g
for those s*rugg/ing fo survive.
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sexual violence and

subordination.

If you're uncomfortable with the idea of

sex WOI’/Q, GSIQ fOMI"S@/{ Why Are HOM

scared, distrusti

, dis_qus*ed, worried?

n
Where are these fZe/ings sfemming from?

In an idealized American mora/h‘y, women are
meant 1o be sexy but not sexual, /oub/ic/y
disdained but privafe/ ery'oyea/, sexua//y
capi?‘a/izea’ but not capiga/izing on their own
sexuzz/i?‘y. As a whole, we have maintained
endered subordination, Puri?‘_(j, gender roles, and
re/igious & moral doctrine as more imporhml

7%0171 COV)SCVHL, agency, (an sm[e%y.

A Inerfec?‘ woman wears a Promise r/ng, allows
her sexuality 1o be "guara/ea/" by her father and
then "9/'1[7Le " {o her spouse. The men in her life
ma Iurofhl from the abstract commodification
of her sexuality but she may not follow *hrough
in acts of acéa/ sexual grm‘ificm‘ion. A woman
who has sex before marriage (consensua//_tj or

otherwise) is a slpoi/ed gooa/.

Oljec*iﬁcaﬁon is not a lorob/em in American

morals, it's the standard [t becomes immoral

when someone is aware of this objectification
and chooses o Profhl from it, whef[wer that be in

sexual graﬁﬁca*ion, money, or other benefits.

If the biggesf moral offense
| can make is ery’oying a
premarhta/ orgasm, [ will

halblbi/y sin

Consensual sex work (and
over ; are more
criminalized than rape. Yes

You read that righ?t.

About 83% of sex workers have been
incarcerated in their lifefime (mos*/y
for sex work, houselessness, and dru
use). On the other hand, On/_(j about

8% of repor?ted sexual assaults will

result in incarceration.

*While we're here let's note that incarceration is

not an aa’e%ua%e response to sexual assault



Ser Psiw, Nealfit?

What is hea/?‘hg sexua/i*y? Who has the rigH or abi/i*y fo define
that? The outline of a hea/?%y sexua/i*_tj has been formed by the
most Privi/ege and oppressive groups. I+ is founded in white,

colonial, cisheteronormative, pmlriarcha/ expec*m‘ions and morals.
The moral panic surrounding porn has been used for Fo/h‘ica/

IDMFIDOSGS 0]”0’ 'lLO ZVH[OI"CZ COVISGI"V@'HV@ sexua/ io/ea/s,
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Like sex work, porn is not inheren*/y empowering or \
subvert oplpressive and hegemonic ia/eo/ogies, There are

/ 7[~ IDOI" N /.S a /Dbl é // a nuvrilber of 'is/'sue; fo /exi/or{e_ ;/g!un Ip:'r:'— i:_c/z:ta/ing

ea / 7{ A L (o coercion, racializaiton, lack of difTerentiating Tantasy

cr NN 7% en and rea/ify, and abuse of Iperformers. Ada/ressing these

Wha exa 7‘/ ’ issues does not mean porn should be banned flat out,
(o) y are 7% 7

/,e a /7% 7[ e but that more care should be taken fo ensure workers

) ou COMes 07[ are receiving the respec* and benefits Hley deserve
Wa CA/nj 7[00 mUC/) _(/'us* as in other forms of labor), and that we have fo

IDO,-” oyralb Ay P" be conscious of the media we consume and how it

Wllgh?t imlpamt our percelp‘ltions O‘F 'Hle wor/d and mthers,
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The SMFPDS&J IIVIk be*ween 9/0[1&’ SPO"*I’VIg evemls GVIJ sex

*raffic/eing has been dispraved and exlpased as a moral Panic. In

Human +rmq-’6km_q DOES hafJ pen fact, the crack down on sex work (even in countries where sex
but sex work is not the same as work is Iegal) due to these panics winds up Fu'Hing sex workers in
sex *rafflc/em Com( mtmg H)e more dangeraus situations, closing impor?‘arn‘ centers of sup]por*

1LWO Ie a ds us foc“s much 07( for sex wor/eers, and dlsp/acmg minors in distress.

our time, efforts, and resources
on roh/bntmg consensual adult
sex work rather than hellpmg The genera//y acce,:)'fed international definition of human

actual victims of human i & J »
fraff/c/emg Is amblguous enough fo cause discourse over

*rafﬁc/emg. whether all Ipros*htufion or jusf forced Iuros*htu*ion is
human 7erqic/eing. Because of this confusion there have
even been instances of sex workers being charged with
*raffic/eing themselves!

The stafistics surrounding human *raffic/eing are incom’p/e*e,
J conﬂicfing, and comp/icmteal. Human *raffic/eing is
undergroum/ and offen unrepor*eal, different countries and
regions have differing laws and definitions in relation fo
human *raffic/eing, and there is no g/oba/ database. This leads
to circular information and gremﬁ a/ifﬂcu/*y fina/ing an
accurate count of the peop/e who are trafficked every year.

According fo..

T

The UN. International Labor Or‘qanizmlion
181 million trafficked

g!'. N 24 millon trafficked 4
# : arm(m/ly MVW’MG/Iy
\ 807 sexually exploited 22% sexually exploited
13 Pei CEZ:

$32 billion annua//_t/ $150 billion omnua//y



Much of the argumenf agaimsﬁszx-war_ks_fbaf_bl_is_inhecenf@_barmful_and_. =

not consensual. This take not on/y erases the agency of sex workers fo
define their own 'é'i('fi'e'rféﬁc'e's: but it also 'ignores the harm of other industries

and their use of forced and coerced labor. Developed countries” demand for

/ow-wage labor has led to a /arge influx of migramt workers from less
'a'l'e'xfé/(?péa‘ areas. Ma"ny companies have enlisted a';.a",;?éyeal 'éﬁ";ﬁ‘:g_rms" ey
particularly those who are undocumented, utilizing their power imbalance to

coerce chealp /abor from Hnem Sex WOI‘IQ can be emlpowering and/or

de‘g‘radihgi Like other forms of labor, it is not mherenr‘iy"éia‘h'ék And if we

are COVICZI‘VIZJ Hm‘f Hme cho' e O{S 0"/2 ISH‘)L rea H a ChOICZ H)en we need

'I'O Ioo/e ﬂ')t 07ther {orms O‘F /ﬂbor Feop/e emter under d’s+ress ﬂna’ Whﬂ"t N
mo‘fnmhn_g them: The amwer‘fo—/'ﬁbor—éxpfor/'a‘fwrls not fo criminalize the —
/ﬂbar OrFM _Sh *he FCOF/Z Who are forced +0 Work m a_n”u(ld_erzround

A m @ |

economy Peola/e are ma/emg dl{{ICMH alec:s:ons under dl{flcll SI*MG{'IOVIS

WoRK

|

o fuck “latinidad”
@ytnessisdoath
All labor is exploitative & violent. We live under r
capitalism. We are forced to sell our labor-power to
survive. The solutions are ending capitalism and ending

all work. You end the most exploitative conditions

through organizing, not legal “abolition”. Sex work is no
exception.
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v @lovedoveclarke
7' Insane how guys love to violate me by posting my
/7; s/;ock 07( Sex Wor;é IS nm‘ content without my consent like what part of “l will sue
ar sex s bejp = you”
mmodified-—
Hs Fhat wome o

ou” do you not fucking understand??? Lmao??You

have no problem buying it from another man reselling it
omen and queer i i
olx are commodify; Yin

against my will but a problem with buying it directly
from ME? gross
emselves rather ﬂ;q

5:49 PM - Feb 2, 2021 - Twitter for iPhone
a owmg it fo be controlled.}, 17 Rotwoets 689 Likes
egemonic jdeals of F“’"’*_‘/ o)
and controf
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) : \ My Body M
[ '\ z Choi-ge" re%ersy*o
- . — ALL bodily choices,
mc/ua/mg he choice
fo commoa//fy it

Sex workers are subjed fo
epis*emic iry'us*ice, meaning the

dominant social imager_(j has failed

”é‘/ - TLO recognize 7Lhem as SM‘LJQC')LS WI’IO
& Tlmelam 2 ~/44~/ can slbea/e 'FOF Hlemselves. SGX
v Slovedoveclarke 4 / .
Me: please don't do things without my consent - Worleers hm/e haa’ +he’r a_qenc‘y
Yall and voices robbed. Sex workers
A BETSYBABY @BETSYEABYET - Apr 4, 2021 are *he exlDeHLS on sex Worle ye+ é
Replying to @lovedoveclarke @dovenymph and 2 others
‘Fau'rssnrmemmpm&timwwhnmns +hey have been +rea+ed as ’;
PRI R T un/enowing and un*rus*wor*hy. g
_ 2 Retweots 352 Likes
// TN fal V] &

In addition to having their /enow/eo/ge and exper+ise ignorea/ Sex workers
consent and aWLOVIOWI_Lj is offen seen as invalid or unimportant. If a sex
worker claims 1o be wor/eing of their own will and desire, Haey are told
H;ey are brain washed victims who cannot consent. Yet when H;ey do
exlnerience sexual violence, wage sfea/ing, and abuse, *hey are blamed
because ﬂ)ey chose to work in the sex ino/us*ry. Being a sex worker

shou/o/ HO?L HU//H(H your rlgH 7[0 COVHLI"O/ your own sexua/ experiences



EXIDOIHGI R@SOW’C@S

/\/fany ,neolp/e turn to sex work when H)ey would
rather not due fo economic ins*abi/hty. How do we
he/p peop/e transition out of sex work if that's what
H;ey want? Provide the resources that will allow

them the economic securi*y H)ey need.

Listen & Learn

/'/usf/ing Verse b-(j Amber Dawn and

Justin Ducharme

A Whore's Manifesto b_lj Ka_(j Kassier

Eevo/ﬁn_q Prostitutes by Mo//y Smith
and Juno Mac

The best way we can su/olnorf sex workers is lo_(/ /is?tening

and as/eing quesﬁons. What do H;ey want or need? What

are the bigges* sfrug_q/es 7%2-(] face? How can we Prommte
sm[efy and amtonomy while respec*ing their wor/espace?

e
Criminalizing the people who pay for sex rather than
the sex workers themselves is still criminalizing sex
work

6:09 AM - Jul 16, 2022 - Twitter for Androld

7 Likes

0

Decriminalize

Let's s*op Punishing sex workers
for surviving how H)ey can.
Decriminalization will result in
safer spaces for sex workers and
more accoun*abi/i*y for abuses

within the indusfry,
W
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The Purh‘y M_lﬁhf How

America's Obsession with

Virginh‘y Is Hur*ing
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Feminist Fur‘tj-' Sex
Tm{fic/eing, Moral Panics,
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Traffic/eing, Sex
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Justice Sys*emi
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Global Slnorf'ing Events

"Consfrucﬁng a
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Sugar-‘ B/ac/e Women
in Pornogmphy

Police interactions
linked to increased
risk of client violence
for female sex
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